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When you wait at the traffic lights at Senbon Kitaoji,
your eye may be caught by this cremation mound,
said to house the ashes of a daughter of Murasaki Shikibu,
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small hills north of Kyoto. In summer,
there is an excellent view of the okuribi
bonfires of the Gozan Fire Festival, and
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Many offer prayers to “weather the crisis and realize
their great ambition” (nankyoku toppa daigan joju)
at Kenkun-jinja Shrine, which honors Oda Nobunaga
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This elegant rock garden is exquisite
when the cherry blossoms first open in spring.
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A pilgrimage route that provides a ]

A wooded path leading to theJ \ can enjoy dozens of varieties of

cherry blossoms from early March

until the beginning of May.
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Kitano-tenmangu Shrine, which
was built to soothe the angry
spirit of Sugawara no Michizane
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